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BOOK REVIEW 
Memoirs Recorded at Geelong, Victoria 
by Captain Foster Fyans 
In the Journal Vol.XII, No.2 (1985) pp. 260-3, I wrote of the meeting of 
Captain Foster Fyans, Commandant at Moreton Bay (1835-37) with Mrs 
Eliza Fraser, the widow of the murdered captain of the wrecked Stirling 
Castle. It was based on: advance sighting of part of the typed transcript of 
Fyans' "Autobiography to 1843" preserved in the La Trobe Library, 
Melbourne, since 1962, after being held in New Zealand for more than a 
century; and on Dr Philip Brown's editorial commentary on it. 
The A/emo;>ji themselves cover the period from 18II (when the Irish Fyans 
joined the 67th Regiment as an ensign) to 1842 when he was serving as 
Commissioner of Crown Lands for Portland Bay, and, in practice, 
administrator of most of Victoria's Western District. 
The present large format volume of more than 300 pages will be of 
absorbing interest to members of our Society, not least for Part 111 
concerning his period on Norfolk Island; and Part IV on his time at Moreton 
Bay. Crown's much earlier A.D.B. article (Volume 1 pp.422-4) scarcely 
prepares the reader for the eight thoughtful chapters and generous 
commentary on his time at Moreton Bay, entitled: Commandant: First 
impressions; The Quakers — Visitations; Discipline — Mitigation; Ben 
Cross (the convict who served Fyans); John Graham and Mrs Fraser; Brady 
for the Parson; the visit of'Mr. M'(presumably the confidence man, Josselyn 
R. Mayo); and the remarkable 'Captain Cook', North Queensland aborigine 
who as a merchant seaman, toured the world and lived for some time in 
London. 
All these sections have their fascination. As the editor stresses, Fyans 
wrote for publication and it reflects its period. Its haphazard style is racy, 
and well conveys the character of its writer." While Fyans was mildly 
eccentric, he shows himself as friendly, interested in victimized individuals 
and prepared to make representations on their behalf. Although not married 
until his 54th year, he was always sensible in handling women, especialy the 
women convicts at Eagle Farm. His Moreton Bay time was marked by 
imaginative solicitude, reluctance to use brutality, remissions for good 
conduct, respect for good officers, mild amusement at the impractical 
Quakers, considerable botanical observation, love of horses, interest in 
aborigines, witty recording of convict speech and friendship with Governor 
Bourke. 
The attractions of the edition include the fine bold type; the richness of 
archival reference; and the many careers of serving officers as Fyans moves 
sequentially to England, Portugal, Spain, India, England, Botany Bay, 
Norfolk Island, Moreton Bay, and finally, Geelong. This limited first edition 
is published by and available from The Geelong Advertiser office, 191-7 
Ryrie Street, Geelong, Victoria 3220. 
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